
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Dates 
 
March 3 Simpcw Career Fair 
March 4 PTI  
March 11 & 12 Grad Photo Retakes 
March 16-27 Spring Break 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week 
 

MONDAY, February 23 
•  

 
TUESDAY, February 24 

• CAST – Community Support for Children & 
Youth @ Henry Grube Centre 245 Kitchner 
Cres. 4:00 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 25 
•  

 
THURSDAY, February 26 

•  
 

FRIDAY, February 27 
•  

 
Secwepemcúl’ecw yi7élye 
ell, re tmicws re Simpcw 

n7élye. 
 

Acknowledge that we are on 
the territory of the 

Secwepemc Nation, 
specifically the territory of 

the Simpcw People. 

February 23 – February 27 
 

Pellctsípwenten 
cache pit month 

 



From the Main Office 
 
Please use the automated system/app 
from Safe Arrival (see below for more 
information) to mark students late or 
absent in the morning. Cut off is around 
9:00 am when the call out is usually sent.  
 
Breakfast Program 
 
The Free Breakfast Program has started. 
For those new to BSS, every weekday from 
8:00 am – 8:25 am all students can enjoy a 
free breakfast. 
 
 

Ministry of Education 2025/2026 Student Learning Survey  
 
The Provincial Student Learning Survey collects feedback from parents, teachers, and 
students on topics like school environment, safety, and achievement. This helps schools 
plan and gives a broader district and provincial perspective.  
 
In early 2026, students in grades 7, 10, 11, and 12, along with their parents/guardians and 
school staff, will take the survey. Participation is encouraged, as the results help highlight 
strengths and areas for improvement.  
 
The survey can be completed electronically and can be accessed on the Internet at  
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm Any computer or mobile device with an 
Internet connection can be used, and access to the e-survey is simple and secure. The 
survey can be accessed through the link and by clicking on Take the Survey. On the login 
page, click on the Parents icon, and then select the school district and school name 
(Barriere Elementary-Secondary).  
 
The e-survey site will be open until May 1, 2026.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact the school at (250) 672-9943. 
 
Cafeteria 
 
The cafeteria will be open on Thursday, September 4. Cash is accepted or you may 
purchase your child(ren) lunch cards through the SchoolCash Online system. 
 
Lost and Found Items 
 
If students have misplaced clothing or personal items, they will be placed on the table at 
the entrance to the school where students and families can collect the items. If you 
happen to be in the school, please have a look. Unfortunately, we do not have space to 

Cafeteria Menu 
 
Monday 

• Tortellini w Meat Sauce & Garlic 
Toast or Quesadilla w Spanish Rice 

Tuesday 
• Pizza Banquettes or Pesto Alfredo w 

Garlic Toast 
Wednesday 

• Chicken Caesar Wrap or Nachos 
Thursday 

• BLT w Veg or Chili w Cornbread 
Friday 

• Greek Wrap or Chicken Fingers & 
Fries  

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/parents-students-support-help/cashless-schools.aspx


store these items for long periods of time. We will periodically be packaging unclaimed 
items and donating them to charity.  
 
BSS Personal Device Policy 
 
Please speak with your child prior to them coming on Tuesday about the BSS Digital Device 
Usage Policy. While the official language is below, what it means is that personal devices, 
such as cell phones are not to be used during class time. Phones must be stored in their 
lockers during class time. 
 
At Barriere Secondary School we believe that the foundations of a safe, caring, and 
welcoming school environment are fostered and maintained through a focus on inclusivity 
and equity-focused education implemented and supported through a progressive  
 
FEES and SchoolCash 
 
School fees and athletic fees are now posted and can be paid through Schoolcash. If you 
are looking to stop by the school and pay fees using cash, exact change would be 
appreciated.  
 

Starting September 2025 individual student fees (enhancement fees for field trips and 
athletics for example) will include a processing fee for all payment transactions using 
online payment options.  This processing fee, which was approved by the Board after the 
budget consultation process last spring, represents actual costs the Board incurs for using 
online fee payment services. Cash and cheque payments will not incur this processing 
fee. We recognize that fee increases can be challenging for families. School District 73 is 
committed to ensuring that no student is excluded from an educational program or activity 
or extracurricular activity because of financial need as outlined in the District's 
Administrative Procedure 506: Student Financial Assistance.  
 

continuum of supports. 
 
 

https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/resources/PDDG/BSS-Personal-Device-Guidelines.pdf
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/resources/PDDG/BSS-Personal-Device-Guidelines.pdf


 
 

 

 



Welcome to the Cougar Pride Grad Newsletter—

Our Post-Secondary, Scholarship & Awards 

Newsletter! 

 

This will be your go-to source for Post-

Secondary, Scholarship, and Awards information. 

A new edition will be released at the beginning of 

each month, with regular updates as new 

opportunities arise — so check back often! 

 

Be sure to explore the Resources section at the end of the newsletter for important information 

on post-secondary registration, transcript requests, and reference letters to support your next 

steps after graduation. 

 

For more information reach out to Ms. Domingo and checkout the latest edition here: 

https://app.smore.com/n/4p3b8 

 
Leaving Early or Reporting Absences  
 
Under "Safe Arrival": Did you know there is a safe arrival app? This makes reporting 
absences that much easier! You can find more information HERE. 
A reminder to parents that ALL absences/ lates /early dismissals should be recorded on our 
Safe Arrival system prior to 8:30 am on the day of the absence/ late / dismissal (you can 
also report absences in advance, if they are known). Please review THIS link for more 
information and instructions. 
  

https://app.smore.com/n/4p3b8?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/attendance-reporting-safe-arrival.aspx
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/attendance-reporting-safe-arrival.aspx


BSS Bell Schedule for the 2025/2026 School Year 
 
The bell schedule for the 2025/2026 school year will be changed slightly from this year. The 
start end times for the day will remain the same but there will now be two blocks before 
lunch and two after lunch. This change will allow for lunch to take place earlier in the day, 
hopefully helping to ensure students have better access to food throughout the day. 
 

 

https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/bell-schedule.aspx






 



 





For more information please check out the Barriere Secondary School Learning Plan at the following LINK.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VC6OYrJ5GiUtz16kRL1dO9uzK1gNUxBi/view?usp=sharing


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Admin Message 
 
Dear Barriere Cougar Families, 
 
This time of year brings meaningful opportunities for connection and learning. We are 
looking forward to upcoming school activities that celebrate kindness, community, 
and perseverance. Qualities we see in our Cougars every day. February is also a time 
when many families in our region take part in winter recreation, whether that’s 
skating, skiing, or enjoying the beautiful outdoor spaces that make our community so 
special. Living near the North Thompson Valley reminds us how fortunate we are to 
learn and grow in such a stunning setting. 
 
On Wednesday, March 4, students will be dismissed early at 12:30 p.m., with buses 
departing at 12:35 p.m., to allow time for Parent–Student–Teacher Interviews. We 
warmly invite you to join us between 1:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to meet with teachers, 
discuss your child’s progress, and celebrate their learning and successes. We look 
forward to connecting with all families who are able to attend. 
 
Inside our classrooms, learning continues at a strong pace. Our staff remain focused 
on supporting each student’s growth—academically, socially, and emotionally. We 
are proud of the resilience and kindness our students demonstrate daily, and we are 
grateful for the partnership we share with you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Barriere Secondary School. Together, we 
ensure our Cougar community remains safe, caring, and focused on learning. 
 
With appreciation, 
 
 
 
Andres Ruberg      Derek Markides 
Vice-Principal       Principal 
 
 
 
 


