
 

 Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we move into February and the middle of Term 2, academics continue to be an important focus across
our school, with students actively engaged in their learning and building on the skills introduced earlier in
the year. Alongside this academic work, February also provides meaningful opportunities to focus on
kindness, friendships, and positivity within our school community. Valentine’s Day on February 14 and
Pink Shirt Day on February 26 serve as important reminders of the role empathy, respect, and inclusion
play in creating a safe and welcoming environment for all learners. Through classroom activities and
school-wide initiatives, we will continue to support students in developing positive relationships and a
strong sense of belonging. Thank you to our parents and community for your ongoing support and
partnership in your child’s learning.

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Latta (Proud Principal)

McGowan Park Elementary
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

 McGowan is committed to the
development of the whole child

as a unique individual 

                                     PINK SHIRT DAY -FEBRUARY 26th
This February, our school will join schools across the country in
 recognizing Pink Shirt Day, a day dedicated to promoting kindness, 
inclusion, and respect. It is an opportunity for students to reflect on 
the importance of standing up against bullying and supporting one 
another. By participating, we reinforce our commitment to creating 
a safe, welcoming, and positive school community where every 
student feels valued.   This year’s Pink Shirt Day will take place on Wednesday, February 25th. The
theme for this year’s Anti Bullying day is “Sprinkle Kindness.” We will be having a number of kindness
initiatives happening this month in preparation for Feb 25th. On Feb 25th, our PAC is planning a “Pink
Dance” for our students to promote friendship. Primaries and Intermediates will each have their own
dance times.  All students are invited to wear pink shirts on this day.



    E.R.A.S.E. Tool- Expect Respect and a Safe Education
   
This tool is located on our school website and it is all about  
building safe and caring school communities. If there is something worrying
your child or your child’s friends at school, encourage them to let an adult
know about it so they can help to resolve it. 

The ERASE Report-It tool is an easy and confidential way to send a
message to your school, who will follow up on the situation right away. They
will only follow up with you directly only IF you provide your name.



SPORTS UPDATE- 2026

   Basketball season is well underway! League games will finish the week of      
       Feb 26th.  Thank you to our parent coaches as well as  Mr. Blower, Mr.
Woods and our staff members who have been supporting our players with
reffing, score keeping and sponsoring behind the scenes.  We appreciate
all of the volunteer time that everyone is spending to support our
McGowan athletes. 

YOUNG ARTISTS’ CONFERENCE
Each year, select students in Grades 4-7 in SD73 are invited to
participate in the Annual Young Artists’ Conference, held this
year at TRU on April 29th. Art submissions will be collected at

the school level and students will be chosen prior to Spring
Break. If this is something your child/ren might be interested

in, please have your child connect with Ms. Ruberg.

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE- 
JESS DANCE
Jess Dance is a Vancouver-based dance education organization that provides mobile hip-hop and
street dance programs to schools across British Columbia and Canada. Founded by Jess Dexter in
1998, the company specializes in bringing professional instructors to elementary schools.  On Feb 17-
19 all of our McGowan students will be participating in lessons with “Jess Dance,” and professional
hip hop artist  ‘Younie’. Students will learn about the hip hop style and work on a street dance
routine.  Last year students really enjoyed these sessions as part of their PE classes and they
especially loved the opportunity at the end to showcase what they had learned.  I am certain it will be
a positive week of physical movement!

Kindness is contagious 

When we treat our children and teens with kindness, 
they become kind and caring adults.

Love, kindness, and compassion make everyone feel better and
make the world a better place.

February Advice from Shona Wood - School & Family Consultant 
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https://sd73.schoolcashonline.com/

