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We respectfully honour and acknowledge that we live and work on the
unceded territory of the Secwepemc peoples.

Principal’s Message from Mrs. Edstrom

As we move into November, the weather is starting to change and soon we
will have our first snowfall of the season. Regardless of the season, we
plan to have the students outdoors as much as possible during recess and
lunch. Please make sure your children are well prepared with winter coats,
mitts, toques and a pair of indoor shoes.

A friendly reminder for our parents and caregivers:

e Picking up your child early: \When you arrive, please stop by the
office to sign in. We’'ll happily page your child’s class so they can
come down to meet you. This helps keep our hallways calm and
focused during learning time.

e Dropping off items: If you need to bring something in for your child
after the school day has started, please leave it at the office. Our staff
will make sure it gets to your child’s classroom.

e Reporting absences: Please use the Safe Arrival app to let us
know if your child will be away.

Remember to review the weekly email sent out every Friday. It provides
highlights for the coming week ahead and includes new and important
information you may need to know. All weekly messages and newsletters
are archived on the website www.sd73.bc.ca/best and can be accessed
throughout the year for your reference.
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Each Monday morning we begin our day with O”’Canada. We
request that you stop during the anthem if you are in the
hallway.

Upcoming Dates
Nov. 9 — Open House Classroom Visits (various times listed below)

Nov 10 - Remembrance Day Assembly 10:45am
Nov. 10 - PAC Meeting 6pm

Nov 11 - Remembrance Day No School

Nov. 13 - PAC Senor Froggy Lunch

Nov 16, 27 - Breakfast for all classes

Nov. 25th Green Thumb Theatre at BEST

Nov. 30 - Professional Day - No Classes

Dec. 2 - PAC Meeting 6pm

Dec. 11 - Learning Update #1 Sent Home Today
Dec. 11 - PAC Mary Browns Lunch

Dec. 14 - Breakfast for all classes

Dec. 17 - Christmas Concert 11:00am and 1:30pm
December 19 - to January 3 — Winter Holiday
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Open House Times - November 9th

Teacher/Class Open House Times

Kindergarten - Ms. Farber 2:45pm-4:00pm

Kindergarten - Mrs. Bowden 2:45pm-4:00pm

Grade 1 - Mrs. Denison 2:15pm-4:00pm

Grade 1 and 2 - Mrs. Tomson | 2:15pm-3:30pm

Grade 2 - Ms. Duquette 2:45pm-4:00pm

Grade 2 and 3 - Mrs. Ernst 2:45pm-4:00pm

Grade 3 - Ms. Vermey 2:15pm-3:45pm
Grade 3/4 - Ms. Campbell 2:15pm-3:45pm
Grade 4/5 - Mr. Hummel 2:15pm-3:45pm
Grade 4/5 - Mr. Kershaw 2:15pm-3:45pm
Grade 5/6 - Mrs. Lovell 2:35pm-4:00pm

Grade 6/7 - Mrs. Unsworth 2:00pm-4:00pm

Grade 6/7 - Mr. Wood 2:00pm-4:00pm
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Sports
Thank you to Ms. Vermey, Mr. Kershaw, Mrs. Unsworth and Mr. Wood for

coaching our volleyball teams. Practices and games are underway and we
hope that everyone has a great season! Thanks to Mrs. Unsworth and Ms.
Vermey for coaching our cross country running team. Please note that we
are looking for parent coaches for basketball teams. Email Mrs. Unsworth if
you are interested aunsworth@sd73.bc.ca.

Canuel Meals

Meals need to be ordered through the online system. This app can be
accessed through our school website www.sd73.bc.ca/best. Look for the
Canuel Meals box on the front page.

Equality Club

Equality Club is a safe and supportive place for 2SLGBTQ+ students and
allies to connect and build community here at BEST. During our time
together, we will engage in activities like playing games, picture book-read
alouds, arts, crafts and discussions about how we can make sure that all
students feel safe and accepted at our school. Equality Club will be held
twice a month during the lunch break and is being facilitated by Mrs. Ernst.
We look forward to seeing any interested students there.
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Remembrance Day
We will be recognizing Remembrance Day on Monday, November 10th.

The assembly will start at 10:45am and everyone is welcome to attend.

Winter Concert

We will be presenting our Winter Concert on December 17th. All classes
will be included in this performance. Please attend one of the two options:
Performance times are 11am and 1:30pm (doors open at 10:40am and

1:10pm)

Parent Contact Information

From time to time, we do encounter emergency situations, where it is
important to be able to reach parents/guardians immediately. When
accessing the MyEd Student System, we often discover that the listed
phone numbers are no longer valid. PLEASE ensure that all contact
information remains current throughout the year. If your number has
changed since September when we update our database or you have
recently moved, call the office and keep us up to date.
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Safe Arrival

Please remember that all student absences and late arrivals must be
reported no later than 8:45 am. You can do this by either calling or visiting
the School District’'s safe arrival system. If at all possible, please do not call
the office directly. All absences or late arrivals that have not been reported
before 8:45 am will initiate “School Connects” to call priority phone
numbers up to 5 times until a response is given by the contact. The office
will change the attendance accordingly once the response is registered.

Fair Notice to Parents/Guardians — Elementary Schools

Starting October 1, 2026, new laws and regulations under the Firearm Violence
Prevention Act (FVPA) are coming into effect in B.C. The FVPA further strengthens
existing school and district policies banning firearms on school property by providing law
enforcement with additional tools to address and enforce firearms-related public safety
risks. The FVPA does this by establishing a clear and consistent province-wide
prohibition on firearms, low velocity firearms (such as BB, pellet, gel, airsoft and
paintball guns) and imitation firearms (such as lighters designed to closely resemble
firearms) on all K-12 school properties. Some schools regularly support and authorize a
wide range of educational, community and special events on school property, including
activities that occur outside regular school hours, on evenings, and on weekends. The
legislation includes exemptions for certain safe and legitimate activities, including cadet
programs. In addition, individuals who are safely transporting firearms, low-velocity
firearms or imitation firearms in a vehicle are exempted as long as applicable
requirements in the regulations and all other relevant firearms laws are followed (e.qg.,
firearms remain unloaded and safely stored in a locked trunk or container).
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Kamloops Blazers Ticket Draw - We are pleased to share that BEST has
received 40 tickets for the Kamloops Blazers game on Saturday, November
28th. To distribute these tickets, we will be holding a draw for students in
Kindergarten through Grade 7 who are able to attend the game. Students
wishing to enter the draw may pick up an entry form from the school office.
The form must be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to the office
no later than Tuesday, November 17th. The ticket draw will take place on
Wednesday, November 18th at 8:40 a.m. For your convenience, the entry
form can also be printed at home and returned to school by the deadline
(see link below). We look forward to giving our students this exciting
opportunity to cheer on the Kamloops Blazers!
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Blazer Ticket Entry Draw

BEST has received tickets to the Blazers game on Saturday, November
28th 2026. Students wishing to attend are required to have a parent sign
and return the form attached. Winners will receive two tickets each. This
way, a parent can attend with his/her child if required. Please note there
will not be school staff at the event to supervise. Forms are due on
November 17th. The draw will take place on November 18th and tickets
will be sent home on this day as well.

My child 1s available to attend the game on
November 28th and would like to be entered into the draw.

Parent signature




